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MEDIA RELEASE  
Meredith Hunter MLA, ACT Parliamentary Greens Leade r 

 
6 June 2012  
 

Deficit spending misses opportunities to invest in 
Canberra’s future 

 
ACT Greens Leader, Meredith Hunter, says that the $318m deficit in the 2012/13 
ACT Budget is an unfortunate but necessary response to Federal cutbacks, but 
this Budget has missed some opportunities to deliver lasting benefits. 
 
“This Budget is about keeping the ACT economy ticking over. The Greens 
support protecting services, jobs and making smart investments,” Ms Hunter said. 
 
“The point is how you spend the money. It has to be an investment in Canberra 
that will give benefits in the years ahead as we work to return to surplus. 
 
“This Budget does not hit the mark in a number of areas, failing to shift funding 
into targeted and practical initiatives which will set Canberra up for the future.  
 
“The investment in health is positive, but we still see a lack of funds for 
preventative health measures that will reduce demands on our system in the 
future. 
 
“The same can be said for failure to prioritise sustainable transport, and a half-
hearted effort on energy efficiency. It’s time to recognise the ongoing cost of 
remaining inefficient in how we move people and power our homes.  
 
The Budget also outlined the first stage in a 20 year plan to phase out stamp 
duty. 
 
“To keep Canberra’s economy running, services must be funded and to pay for 
maintaining our city and building new infrastructure we need a fairer and more 
stable tax system. 
 
“The Greens support the move to a more progressive tax system that distributes 
the burden across the community more fairly. It asks those who can afford it to 
pay a little more and those who can’t to pay a little less.  
 
“Moving away from transaction taxes, particularly stamp duty, is a goal of all three 
parties in the Assembly. It needs to be gradual and fair, and the Greens broadly 
support the proposed long term transition plan.  
 
“Budgets are not Magic Puddings. No Party should pretend that they can 
miraculously cut fees and taxes, improve services and protect jobs. 
 
“There is a plan to return to surplus in 2015/16, but this plan is at risk if the 
Federal Liberal Party takes Government and follows through with threats to slash 
‘more than 12,000’ public sector jobs,” Ms Hunter said. 
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ACT first to respond to tax reform advice 
 
The ACT Greens have welcomed the first step towards phasing out inefficient 
taxes including stamp duty. 
 
“The Green support the proposed reforms and we are pleased that the ACT will 
be the first jurisdiction to take up the reforms recommended in Henry tax review 
and supported by the eminent local economists in the ACT review chaired by Ted 
Quinlan,” Greens Treasury spokesperson, Meredith Hunter, said.  
 
“Every reputable economist agrees that we should be moving away from 
transaction taxes like stamp duty and insurance duties and towards a more stable 
revenue base.  
 
“Land is a finite resource and the ACT cannot continue to rely on land sales for 
ever. 
 
“The proposed reform strikes a fair balance and provides a good range of 
compensation measures to protect the least well off.  
 
“The Greens strongly support making our taxation system more progressive and 
taking some of the burden off those least able to pay. 
 
“These reforms are a complicated package and taking any single item alone can 
be very deceptive. To understand the ultimate impact of the changes all the 
different parts need to be considered together.  
 
“This is the start of a very long process and the Greens welcome the shift to a 
fairer, more efficient and more sustainable taxation system,” Ms Hunter said. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Tom Burmester – 0423 657 561, 6205 3057 
 

 ACT Legislative Assembly GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 



3 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
2012-13 ACT BUDGET 

Amanda Bresnan MLA, ACT Greens Member for Brindabel la 
 

 
6 June 2012  
 

Greens priority for mental health funding successfu l  
 
ACT Greens Health spokesperson, Amanda Bresnan, has welcomed the ACT 
Government’s commitment to increase mental health funding by $4.2 million  
and said that most of those funds should be directed towards community sector 
based and run programs.  
 
“Mental health is as important as any other illness or condition, but for many 
years was not treated in such a way. It was viewed with fear and 
misunderstanding, and did not receive proper attention,” said Ms Bresnan. 
 
“The ACT Government has made steady progress on the Parliamentary 
Agreement item on mental health funding, however its overriding focus continues 
to be on government provided acute services when we need to move towards 
more prevention and recovery community based and run services.  
 
“This shift in focus is needed to stop people experiencing a mental illness ending 
up in a cycle of crisis and moving constantly in and out of acute settings.  
 
“The Government needs to direct more of the mental health budget towards 
prevention and recovery programs run by the community sector, as they are able 
to connect with people before they become unwell, and develop a relationship to 
help them through the recovery process.  
 
“It is vital that people living with a serious mental illness have stable and long-
term housing in the community, with 24/7 assistance where it is needed. This is 
an example of the type of service we need an increase in, and I would hope to 
start seeing a much more serious focus on this through ACT Government 
budgets,” said Ms Bresnan.  
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Budget a missed opportunity on climate, environment  
 

Cuts to funding for climate and the environment in yesterday’s budget represent a 
missed opportunity to build a more sustainable and prosperous Canberra. 
 
“Too often, the environment gets forgotten when a budget goes into deficit, yet 
strong investment in conservation is one of the best ways to create jobs and 
savings,” said Shane Rattenbury, ACT Greens Climate and Environment 
Spokesperson.  
 
“Take weed management for example. TAMS estimate that over $1 million is needed 
however the current budget is unclear about whether last year’s weed funding 
commitment has been retained. In the case of weed management for Lake Burley 
Griffin, last year’s $1.8 million has been cut back to $300,000. This is despite weed 
programs being a great way to simultaneously stimulate employment and protect our 
biodiversity.  
 
“Energy efficiency is another example of a high-return investment. Fortunately, the 
Government has recognized this and will be investing $800,000 in its new energy 
efficiency retailers scheme which will see Canberrans save $305 on their bills.   
 
“Unfortunately, the same can’t be said for public housing. A woeful $10 million over 
the next 5 years has been committed to improve the energy efficiency of ACT 
Housing, despite estimates revealing that at least $28 million is needed to bring 
public housing up to an energy efficiency rating of 3 stars. 
 
The Greens are similarly concerned that the Government plans to end the Outreach 
and ACTSmart programs, which play a much-needed role in supporting Canberrans, 
especially those on low-incomes, to save money, energy and water. 
 
“Whilst the energy efficiency retailers scheme will match some of the services offered 
by these programs, it won’t provide the same extent of support. For example, water 
efficiency, recycling and wood heater replacement will not be included and 
households won’t have access to the customized advice and home visits that 
Outreach provides. 
 
Immediate cuts to the ACTSmart Program will also see an end to the rainwater tank 
rebate before it has been properly evaluated as part of Think Water Act Water. 
The Government also failed to keep its commitment to purchase more GreenPower. 
Canberrans will rightly be wondering why it won’t practice what it preaches. 
 
“It is sad to see that this year’s budget does not recognize the full extent of benefits 
that can be delivered by strong investment in environmental measures. If the 
Government would put more of its money where its mouth is, we would reaping 
savings into the future,” Mr Rattenbury said. 
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Care and Protection Services - 
reform needed with new funding 

 
ACT Greens spokesperson for Children and Young People, Meredith Hunter, has 
welcomed the additional money in the 2012-13 Budget for Care and Protection, 
but is disappointed that it has taken years to address the most basic 
recommendations of multiple reports.   
 
“It appears the Government has finally understood that denying the truth about 
the state of our care and protection services will not make the problems go 
away”, Ms Hunter said. 
 
“It is quite clear from the Public Advocate that frontline workers need better 
support and supervision, and that the Community Services Directorate needs to 
improve its culture, systems and approach to what is admittedly a very complex 
area. 
 
“The money in the budget is welcome, and goes some way to recognising that 
business as usual is not good enough for the most vulnerable children in our 
community.  
 
“It remains to be seen if this Minister can match the funding with leadership, and 
implement lasting reforms that will address the issues highlighted in the Public 
Advocate’s report. 
  
“There have been some examples of change within her Directorate, such has the 
creation of a new Senior Director position in the Office for Children, Youth and 
Family Support. 
 
“The ACT Greens supported a motion of censure against Minister Burch last year 
on the basis of damning finding contained in the Public Advocate’s interim report 
into care and protection. We’ve seen a more positive response to the final report, 
and there is an opportunity with this new funding to make the necessary changes. 
 
“The ACT Greens will continue to put pressure on Minister Burch. We want to see 
vastly improved outcomes for children, carers and workers as well as real and 
lasting change to the system,” Ms Hunter said. 
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Community Services: No Joy for the sector this year  
 
ACT Greens spokesperson for Community Services, Meredith Hunter says there 
is little in this year’s budget for frontline community services. 
 
“After what can only be described as a shocking year for Children, Youth and 
Family Support (CYFSP) programs funded under Minister Burch’s Community 
Services Directorate, we today see very little money going back to the sector,” Ms 
Hunter said. 
 
“There is no real relief or compensation for the recently announced virtual tax on 
the sector to the tune of $1.3 million over 3 years, partly to fund the 
Government’s own red tape reduction measures. 
 
“In addition, we also saw the extraordinary open letter from Families ACT and the 
Youth Coalition, the two peak bodies for young people and families, calling for an 
urgent injection of funds to support frontline services, which have been damaged 
by the botched reforms of the CYFSP. 
 
“The closure or severe reduction of youth centre operations has torn a hole in 
services and left many young people at risk without anywhere to go. 
 
“I will continue to call for frontline services to be properly resourced to respond to 
the needs of the community, and I urge Minister Burch to take the time to listen 
what the sector has been trying to say for some time.  
 
“We cannot continue to pretend that youth services can magically do more with 
less and less. 
 
“The ACT Greens take this seriously and will continue to raise awareness of 
these issues in the lead up to the election,” Ms Hunter said. 
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Street Law to continue assisting homeless people 
 
ACT Greens Attorney General spokesperson Shane Rattenbury has welcomed 
the continued investment in Street Law in the budget. 
 
Street Law is a free legal service for homeless people or those at risk of 
becoming homeless and is an item in the Greens Parliamentary Agreement with 
the ALP. 
 
“Steet Law is a valuable investment because it helps people resolve legal issues 
before they snowball into a court appearance so I am pleased to see continued 
funding for this Greens initiative,” Mr Rattenbury said. 
 
“A relatively small investment in Street Law brings immediate benefits to 
vulnerable people living rough or who are at risk of becoming homeless. 
 
“Street Law is one example of the proactive approach the Greens take to justice 
issues where small investments in the right area can have positive and far 
reaching impacts,” Shane Rattenbury concluded. 
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Green Schools program to get out the rulers  
 
The ACT Greens welcomed the increased money outlined in the Budget towards 
Carbon Neutrality for public schools, including new data meters so that we can at 
last know if the program is truly effective. 
 
“It is positive to see the Parliamentary Agreement continue to provide outcomes 
for the environment,” Greens Education spokesperson, Meredith Hunter, said 
today. 
 
I’ve been concerned by a lack of tangible data measuring the Governments’ 
progress towards it target of Carbon Neutral schools by 2017 and after a lot of 
Greens requests, it appears that the Minister has now responded in this budget. 
 
“We have previously seen a $17.6 million that has been invested in the 
ACTSmart Schools program, but there are outstanding issues with this, namely 
that the Government still doesn't have a comprehensive methodology for 
capturing and evaluating schools' energy data, making the 2017 target hard to 
track. 
 
“So far all the information the Government has provided is outdated, and it's 
impossible to predict whether the 2017 target will be met. 
 
“Similar to the annual reporting on Weathering the Change action plans, the 
Government has not reported on the programs’ effectiveness. The ACT Greens 
will push the Government to release the data so that we can gauge the 
effectiveness of the program,” Ms Hunter said. 
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On the path to active transport  
 

The ACT Greens/ALP Agreement has continued to support walking and cycling in 
this year’s budget.  
  
“The ACT Greens welcome new funding, totalling $7.3m, for walking and cycling 
infrastructure, including footpaths, cycle lanes and lighting,” said Caroline Le 
Couteur, ACT Greens spokesperson for active transport. 
 
“There are a number of broken paths and areas with poor lighting that we’d like to 
see improved, and with this funding TAMS will be able to get onto many of the 
priority works. 
 
“This funding continues the notable trend over the last four years of increasing 
support for safe and easy cycling and walking - achieved through the 
Parliamentary Agreement between the Greens and Labor in 2008. 
 
“We’re also pleased to see $0.5m for the Heart Foundation so they can expand 
their fantastic work here in Canberra promoting Active Living and its many health, 
transport and sustainability benefits.  
 
“Active transport can still be further improved, with even greater social, economic 
and health benefits. The Greens remain committed to delivering better integrating 
walking and cycling design into our urban spaces and transport system,” said Ms 
Le Couteur. 
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Greens support business programs and planning 
initiatives 

 

The ACT Greens are supportive of business and planning initiatives in the ACT 
Government Budget. 
 
“We are pleased that there is $500,000 of continuing support for the Canberra 
Business Development venture capital fund,” said Caroline Le Couteur, ACT 
Greens Spokesperson for Planning and Business Development. 
 
“This provides some support for future diversification of the ACT economy and it 
will assist a range of business proposals which we hope will include the future 
sustainable industries that the territory needs. 
 
The Greens also welcome the use of remissions of the Lease Variation Charge 
as an incentive for adaptive re-use of C and D grade office stock in Civic and 
town centres. 
 
“The Greens have long recognised the value of adapting existing buildings for a 
range of purposes, including for affordable residences, and we welcome the 
Government incentives for re-use of buildings. 
 
The Greens are watching the developments in the Molonglo Valley with interest, 
to ensure that adequate biodiversity protections are being included in the 
planning and development processes. 
 
“The ACT Greens have continued to push for improved environmental standards 
for new housing in Molonglo, and are pleased to see that the Home Advice 
Sustainability program continues, to help home owners and builders incorporate 
sustainability measures, as well as multi unit developments needing to meet 
mandatory 7 star energy efficiency ratings. 
 
“It’s particularly pleasing to see that there will be 70 innovative sustainable 
houses as part of a compact sustainable living community in the Molonglo 
Demonstration Precinct.  
 
“Raising the threshold for payroll tax will make it easier for Canberra businesses 
to grow. 
 
“There are many more improvements which need to be made to ensure that 
Government programs support a clean, green economy, but these are solid steps 
towards this,” said Ms Le Couteur. 
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Community legal centres treading water for now 
 
ACT Greens Attorney General spokesperson Shane Rattenbury MLA has 
committed to keep working for a long term solution for community legal centres 
after short term funding was included in this year’s budget. 
 
Currently three of the ACT’s five CLCs work from cramped conditions at 
Havelock House and are unable to accept offers from lawyers who want to 
donate their time free of charge because they can not offer them a work desk. 
 
“The long term solution to this problem is a CLC Hub where the centres can all be 
located together in the one building,” Mr Rattenbury said. 
 
“Colocation in the one building is key because clients can be referred down the 
corridor to the neighbouring CLC, rather than over the other side of town. 
 
“The short term fix announced in this budget continues the patch up job the 
Attorney has carried out over recent times. The funding will relieve a bottleneck at 
Havelock House for now but can not be considered a long term solution becase it 
splits up the three CLCs,” Mr Rattenbury said. 
 
Background 

- In 2010 the ACT Greens proposed a CLC Hub be established in a 5 point 
action plan: http://act.greens.org.au/content/closing-gap-unmet-legal-
needs   

- In 2012 the Government released a feasibility study of different options to 
establish a CLC Hub 
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Energy efficiency gains will keep on giving 
 

ACT Greens Leader, Meredith Hunter, says that the energy efficiency 
improvements in today’s budget will provide ongoing financial benefits to 
Canberra. 
 
“The opposite of ‘efficient’ is ‘wasteful’. Dragging our feet on energy efficiency is 
just that – wasteful,” Ms Hunter said. 
 
“The Government now realises that it can save money and save energy at the 
same time. However, we’re concerned that the energy efficiency commitments 
made in today’s budget have not gone far enough.  
 
“$5 million over three years has been committed for carbon neutral government 
operations and $3.5 million for carbon neutral schools, but the Government 
doesn’t have accurate data on energy use for either of these sectors so it’s 
impossible to say how this investment will translate in terms of actual savings. 
 
“The more we invest in energy efficiency today, the greater the savings into the 
future and the better our ability to cope with rising electricity prices. 
 
“Reducing energy use will also reduce the impact of the carbon price to be 
introduced next month. This is exactly what the price on carbon is designed to do 
– reduce waste and encourage sustainable, efficient energy use,” Ms Hunter 
said. 
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Addressing both childcare quality and demand 
requires Government investment 

 
Today’s budget has seen some much needed money towards the childcare 
sector, but has not solved the crisis, ACT Greens spokesperson for Children and 
Young People and Community Services, Meredith Hunter, said. 
 
“Today we have seen the Government allocate funding towards increasing places 
and providing some much-needed regulatory support as the sector transitions to 
the National Quality Framework,” Ms Hunter said. 
 
“However, on Sunday, we saw the childcare workers union United Voice 
releasing its 2011-12 childcare fees report, and stating that the funding model 
introduced by the Howard Federal government is broken. 
 
“I welcome the recent calls from my Australian Greens colleague Sarah Hanson-
Young to the Commonwealth Government to find options for funding childcare 
and early education services directly, so parents are not left out of pocket. 
 
“This is another area that requires both Federal and State and Territory policies 
to make reforms in unison, without pushing all the burden or blame on one or the 
other. 
 
“We can't have quality services without paying decent wages. Quality childcare 
comes at a cost, and our childcare workers and educators deserve much better 
remuneration. That’s where Government has to step in to help keep costs down. 
 
“The ACT Greens are committed to finding better funding models to assist both 
child care providers and parents to create an optimal childcare sector that cares 
for and educates children,” Ms Hunter said.  
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Tom Burmester – 0423 657 561, 6205 3057 
 

 ACT Legislative Assembly GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 



14 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
2012-13 ACT BUDGET 

Amanda Bresnan MLA, ACT Greens Member for Brindabel la 
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Government scrimps on housing investment 
 
ACT Greens Housing spokesperson, Amanda Bresnan, has expressed 
disappointment that the ACT Government will only invest $5 million over three 
years in public housing.  
 
“There are too many people and families in Canberra who are homeless, 
sleeping rough, on couches and in cars. They simply can not compete in 
Canberra’s tight housing market, and without public housing will not have a 
secure home,” Ms Bresnan said. 
 
“The Housing ACT capital works funding is a minuscule part of the overall capital 
works budget. This is an area where the Greens would have directed more 
funding to housing. 
 
“Public housing is a sound investment which has long term social benefits to the 
community as well as financial returns to the Government. Given the 2012-13 
deficit, public housing is a wise investment that has long term benefits.  
 
“The ACT Greens made a budget submission for $10 million per annum for public 
housing. We are disappointed to see only $5 million over three years being 
allocated which will provide 15 houses.  
 
“I am also disappointed that while there will be funding for energy efficiency 
retrofitting for public housing properties, that this won’t be doubled to $4m a year. 
This is another area that the Greens see as a long term investment. 
 
“Pressure from the Greens has however see some funding for public housing to 
provide stable accommodation for some of Canberra’s most vulnerable people. 
 
“However we need to meet demand and recognise that having a stable home is 
something all Canberrans should have. The Greens don’t believe this budget has 
gone far enough in doing that,” Ms Bresnan said. 
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Small investments and more sustainable schools 
 
The Budget for Education and Training in the ACT shows little new money for 
class room activities, but there are some positive initiatives, ACT Greens 
spokesperson for Education and Training, Meredith Hunter said. 
 
“I can understand that the Government is responding to a significant deficit, 
however the ACT Greens consider increased resources for  education as an 
investment in the future”, Ms Hunter said 
 
“In regards to the efficiency dividend, I am urging the Minister and his directorate 
to consult with stakeholders on where the savings are to be made. 
 
“I can appreciate that the bulk of the new funding will be going towards the 
completion and staffing of the new school in Bonner, the refurbishment of Taylor 
Primary, and the Franklin Early Childhood Centre. It is welcome to see increased 
funding towards making our schools more environmentally sustainable. 
 
“This is shaping up to be the year of education with many important local and 
national initiatives, critical debates on funding reforms and an unprecedented 
focus on the learning needs of Australian students. The ACT must not be left 
behind as the Commonwealth begins implementing its many reforms. 
 
“The ACT Greens will continue to call for policy that is fair and maintains the 
quality of education in the ACT,” Ms Hunter said. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Tom Burmester – 0423 657 561, 6205 3057 
 

 ACT Legislative Assembly GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 



16 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
2012-13 ACT BUDGET 

Amanda Bresnan MLA, ACT Greens Transport Spokespers on  
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Sustainable transport progress still in the slow la ne 
 
The 2012-13 ACT Budget leaves sustainable transport in the slow lane, 
something Canberra will pay for in the future, according to the ACT Greens.   
 
“There are some positive transport initiatives, but it isn’t the ideal Budget for our 
long term transport future,” said Greens Transport Spokesperson, Amanda 
Bresnan MLA.   
 
“We need bold transport decisions to ensure we have a sustainable, convenient 
and connected city in the future.  If we don’t address Canberra’s inadequate 
public transport and growing congestion, it will cost us much more in the long run.  
 
“The Greens played an important role in achieving significant transport 
improvements in this Budget, such as three years of funding for the Nightrider 
bus service, and progress on a new Erindale Bus Station.   
 
“I’m pleased to see the Government investing in the ACTION bus fleet and bus 
stops to ensure Canberra will comply with the Federal disability access 
standards. Progress is also being made on a new Barton bus station and on 
Belconnen to City bus lanes.  
 
“We are pleased to see funding for improved bus stops along the Blue Rapid 
route to Kippax, a route the Greens successfully lobbied for. It’s important to 
make it easier and more comfortable for people to use public transport. 
 
“I hope that by establishing a Gungahlin to City Project Office to manage the 
Northside transit project, the Government will ensure the costs of light rail are re-
examined fairly and independently, and that it will actually deliver a rapid transit 
solution with priority.  
 
“However we do want to see rapid transit right across Canberra, not just the 
North, and believe a body to progress rapid transit across the ACT should be 
considered. 
 
“The Greens’ view is that more funds should go to creating an excellent public 
transport network, better riding and walking, and rail facilities to move heavy 
freight off the roads. Instead, one of the biggest single spends this year will be on 
the new freeway through the Majura Valley ($40m).   
 
“Smart investment in sustainable transport is the best way to create a Canberra 
that is not only convenient, but resilient to environmental and economic 
challenges. This Budget only moves us slowly in that direction,” said Ms Bresnan.  
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Opportunities missed on waste 
 
The ACT Greens are pleased that the budget includes funds for increased 
recycling facilities however, remain concerned that the Government’s response to 
waste has missed some simple, cheap and effective measures. 
 
“We welcome funds for a new recycling drop-off facility at Gungahlin, but are 
disappointed to see that this facility, like the existing three, doesn’t include 
facilities to recycle batteries and light globes,” said Caroline Le Couteur, ACT 
Greens Spokesperson for Territory and Municipal Services. 
 
 “For years we have been calling on the Government to do more to keep toxics 
out of landfill and once again they have failed to deliver,” said Ms Le Couteur. 
 
“While we welcome funding to continue street level recycling in Civic, there is still 
no expansion into other town centres.   
 
“But the main failing of this budget is the lack of funds for waste education 
programs. The Government’s own consultancy recommends an education 
program. 
 
“It’s likely to be the quickest, easiest and cheapest way to reduce levels of waste 
going to landfill.  
 
“And we can see the resulting economic burden of failing to increase resource 
recovery; the Government is digging a new $20 Million hole.  
 
“If we want to save Canberra money, while also preserving our environment we 
have to make a more serious budget commitment to waste reduction and 
recycling in the ACT,” Ms Le Couteur said.  
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Budget Reveals Need for Work Safety Improvements 
 
The 2012-13 ACT Budget reveals the urgent need for improvements in ACT work 
safety, an issue the ACT Greens have consistently pursued. 
 
The Budget Papers reveal that only 40% of ACT workplaces inspected by 
WorkSafe complied with occupational health and safety legislation. (Budget 
Paper 4, p264) 
 
“This is a concerning fact. Safety at the workplace should be a guarantee in this 
day and age,” said ACT Greens Industrial Relations spokesperson, Amanda 
Bresnan MLA. 
 
“That fact that only 40% of workplaces complied with occupational health and 
safety legislation shows a need for action. The Government’s compliance target 
was 80%. It has now downgraded its target to 50% for 2013-14, which is far from 
satisfactory.  
 
“Although WorkSafe focused on areas of non-compliance, such as the 
Construction sector, a 40% compliance rate is still completely unsatisfactory. 
Construction is already a dangerous occupation that has seen a number of tragic 
deaths in recent years.  
 
“Earlier this year the Greens called on the Government to prioritise safety in the 
construction industry. We asked the Government to table data on whether it was 
favouring the cheapest companies instead of the safest. It has not responded.  
 
“This year the Greens also presented legislation to improve the ACT’s laws and 
systems to address workplace bullying, but both Labor and Liberal voted down 
these positive reforms.  
 
“Despite the unacceptable work safety compliance rate, and the numerous 
problems in work safety and bullying in recent times, the 2012-13 Budget doesn’t 
contain any new resources or initiatives to address this,” said Ms Bresnan.  
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City to Gungahlin Project Office for Northbourne 
 

Greens Planning Spokesperson, Caroline le Couteur MLA, says the new City to 
Gungahlin Project Office announced in today’s ACT Budget is a first step towards 
fixing Northbourne Avenue. 
 
“Northbourne Avenue is the most congested road in Canberra. What should be a 
major transit route instead resembles a car park in peak times,” Ms Le Couteur 
said. 
 
“The congestion leads to problems for the rest of the Inner North with rat running 
through the suburbs, which also causes considerable inconvenience to 
Gungahlin residents.  
 
“With a major project like this, it is appropriate that the Government has a 
dedicated team which will work with ESDD, LDA, TAMS and Housing ACT, as 
well as local residents and the broader community. 
 
“While this is potentially a positive idea, as always, it will still need the political will 
of the Government to turn it into an outcome on Northbourne. 
 
“The Government has recently released costings work on the corridor, including a 
light rail cost that is substantially more than previous estimates. We would like to 
see the new Project Office make the details of the costings public. 
 
“It is important that we finally grasp the opportunities being presented in the Inner 
North Precinct to create a truly cosmopolitan and sustainable community along 
Northbourne Avenue. 
 
“We need to ensure that these buildings are high quality, sustainably designed 
and include generous communal spaces to prevent social isolation. 
 
“Housing ACT is a substantial land owner along Northbourne Avenue, giving the 
Government an unprecedented opportunity to revitalise North Canberra. 
 
“The Greens want to ensure that we retain the level of public housing in the area, 
although, given the poor condition of much of the current stock, it would be 
beneficial to redevelop it sustainably. 
 
“The Greens see a revitalised Northbourne Avenue as a key component towards 
creating a vibrant and sustainable Canberra that can accommodate growth while 
contributing to meeting the wider ACT goal of 40% reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2020,” Ms Le Couteur said. 
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