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TO CLEAN UP OUR 
LAKES & WATERWAYS 

     THE ACT GREENS WILL...

Leverage $25.8 million in Commonwealth 
funds to build at least four wetlands 
at Tuggeranong, Yarralumla Creek and 
Ginninderra Creek catchments

Establish a $2 million Water Care Fund 

for community education and catchment 
management

Commit funds to implementing the Lake 
Burley Griffin Willow Management Plan and 
Carp Reduction Plan

Fund an EPA officer to tackle water 
pollution from urban development

Develop an integrated management plan 
for Molonglo catchment

ACT GREENS 

2012 ELECTION 
INITIATIVE



Why the need for action?

Our Lakes and waterways are struggling. Urban development, increased 
nutrient loading, lack of awareness, climate change and population growth are 
placing pressure on our lakes, as evidenced by the frequent closures of Lakes 
Tuggeranong, Ginninderra and Burley Griffin due to pollution-driven algal 
blooms. 
In 2011, the ACT Greens called for an inquiry into the state of Canberra’s 
Lakes and waterways. The inquiry by the Environment Commissioner 
identified problems with the way that our Lakes are managed and found that 
urban activities (e.g. household disposal of waste, runoff from construction 
and leakage from sewage pipes) are the main source of pollution entering the 
Lakes. 
This issue needs our full attention, because unhealthy lakes and waterways 
cost our community:
Our lakes and waterways help to reduce flood damage, dilute pollutants, 
moderate climate, provide sport and recreational opportunities and generate 
tourism revenue
The recreational benefits of Lake Burley Griffin alone are valued at $23.26 
million annually 1  
The continued deterioration of Lake Burley Griffin as a recreational resource 
will cost Canberra $25.5 million annually 2

Pollution in our lakes can cause serious human health impacts.
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1. Ian Lawrence (2011), Investigation into the state of Lake Burley Griffin and catchment: Economic impact of Lake Burley 
Griffin water quality issues, p.8
2. ibid

Lake Burley Griffin
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What the Greens will do

Our lakes and waterways deserve an urgent restoration effort which is why the 
Greens have come up with a 10-point plan to do just that.
Leverage Commonwealth funds to build at least four wetlands at 
Tuggeranong, Yarralumla Creek and Ginninderra Creek Catchments

$25.8 million for design and construction

Replacing concrete stormwater drains with natural wetlands provides multiple 
benefits. Wetlands improve water quality by filtering out the pollutants that 
are responsible for our Lakes’ demise.3  They can also be used for irrigation, 
thereby saving freshwater for drinking purposes. They also provide aesthetic, 
educational and recreational benefits for local communities.
In 2008, the Commonwealth provided $85 million to the ACT for water 
projects. This money has not yet been spent, so we will negotiate with the 
Commonwealth to use these funds for the wetlands.

1.

2. Investigate macrophyte restoration

$ 75,000 for a cost-benefit analysis

Water plants (macrophytes) play an important role in regulating water quality. 
In recent decades, many have disappeared from our lakes. We will fund a full 
evaluation of the costs and benefits of macrophyte restoration and, if shown 
to be beneficial, we will work to leverage a portion of the $85 million in 
Commonwealth water funding to pay for the restoration work.

3. Studies find that wetlands reduce phosphorous by 80%, faecal bacteria by 99% and suspended solids by 90%; 
Commissioner for the Environment (2011), Report on the state of the watercourses and catchments for Lake Burley Griffin, p.85

Lyneham Wetland
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5. Enforce water pollution controls

A new pollution control officer

Laws preventing water pollution from development projects are not being 
adequately enforced. The Greens will resource a dedicated officer to treat 
and empty sediment ponds at construction sites across Canberra. We will 
also review the system to ensure that sediment from development sites is 
not entering our waterways.

Cut down on carp

$185,000 over 4 years

Our lakes are home to extensive populations of carp, which create ripe 
conditions for algal  blooms. A Carp Reduction Plan for Canberra was 
developed in 2010, but no funding has been committed for its implementation. 
$165,000 over 4 years will tackle the impacts of this damaging pest.

4.

Establish a $2 million Water Care Fund

$500,000 annually

This money would be allocated to community organisations to educate the 
Canberra community about water protection, and undertake practical projects 
to monitor and clean up our waterways. We will also commit to an additional 
$516,000 over 4 years for the fund’s administration. 

3.

Dickson Wetland



For a healthier city- Cleaner lakes & waterways

6. Develop an integrated management plan for the 
Molonglo Catchment

$ 250,000 in 2013-14

No management plan exists for the Molonglo Catchment or Lake Burley 
Griffin. Managing Lake Burley Griffin is complicated by the fact that three 
jurisdictions are responsible for it. Despite being physically located within the 
ACT, most of its catchment lies within NSW and the Commonwealth owns 
its water and most of its shoreline. A management plan is urgently needed 
to help direct and leverage resources for the protection of the Molonglo 
catchment. We will enter into negotiations with the Commonwealth and NSW 
Governments to fund this important work. The management plan will include 
funding to investigate...

a. The use of Jerrabomberra Wetland for water cleansing

$ 75,000 for a feasibility study

The wetland comprises ancient drainage lines which, with minimal  
alteration, could be restored so that they filter the water entering Lake 
Burley Griffin. Our study will identify the measures and cost required to 
achieve this.
b. Using Googong dam to increase water level variability

$ 75,000 for a feasibility study

Varying water levels oxygenates waterbodies and stimulates aquatic 
life, allowing pollution to be better processed. Selectively releasing 
water from Googong dam, particularly during summer months when 
bacterial overgrowth is more common, can be an effective way of 
emulating this important natural process.

7. Curb the impact of Willows

$1.15 million over 4 years

Greening Australia developed a Willow Management Plan for Lake Burley 
Griffin in 2006 but it needs more funds to be fully implemented. Willows 
contribute to nutrient loads in the lake and are very thirsty. Gradually 
replacing them with native species will take a huge pressure off the Lake, 
which is why we are committing ongoing funding to get the job done.



8. Pinpoint pollution hotspots

$50,000 for TAMS to investigate and monitor

Storm events offer an opportunity to pinpoint the major sources of pollution 
entering our waterways. That’s why we’re going to provide TAMS 
with funding to employ a fulltime staff member to identify and monitor 
point-sources over a 12-month period. The information gathered will assist 
local catchment groups and Government to better educate the community 
about water protection measures.

9. Review street sweeping regimes to reduce nutrient loading

$30,000 for an independent review

Over $1 million annually is spent on street sweeping, yet suburban leaf litter 
is still a major cause of the pollution in our lakes. That’s why we’re funding an 
independent review of the existing street sweeping regime to identify ways 
that more bang can be got for our sweeping bucks. 

10. Improved discharges from Queanbeyan Sewage Treatment Plant 
(QCCSTP)

Work with the EPA and Queanbeyan City Council to update the 
QCCSTP’s Treatment Standards

QCCSTP’s Environmental Authorisation allows it to release treated water 
that doesn’t meet the Australian standards. This makes it a potential 
point-source of pollutants for the Molonglo River and the Lake. We’ll work 
with the relevant authorities to ensure that this gets corrected.

“The Greens are committed to restoring the health 
of Canberra’s lakes and waterways and protecting 
this valuable community resource.”

- Shane Rattenbury MLA

Caroline Le Couteur MLA for Molonglo
Shane Rattenbury MLA for Molonglo

Meredith Hunter MLA for Ginninderra 

Amanda Bresnan MLA for Brindabella

For more information contact the ACT Greens Office
P: 6140 3220; 0423 657 561
E: media@act.greens.org.au

Your Greens Representatives in the ACT Legislative Assembly
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